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SUMMARY STATEMENT

Associate Professor of Zoology at the University of Tuscia (Italy)
Associate Professor of Animal Biology at the University of Lille (France).

Research member at the Inserm U1192-Laboratory PRISM (Protéomique, Réponse
Inflammatoire, Spectrométrie de Masse), director Prof. Michel Salzet
(http://www.laboratoire-prism.fr).

EDUCATION AND TRAINING
- Ph.D. in Microbiology and Epidemiology - Rome 1 University, Italy (1997)

- Graduated in Biology Sciences (Laurea cum laude) - Rome 1 University, Italy (1993)

- Graduated in Natural Sciences (Laurea cum laude) - Rome 1 University, Italy (1987)

WORK EXPERIENCE AND CAREER

2025- Associate Professor of Zoology at the University of Tuscia (ltaly)
2018-2021 Member of the Administration board of the University of Lille.

2017 Promotion to Associate Professor at the University of Lille
2016-2025 Head of the Biology Department at the University of Lille

2001 Maitre de Conférences (Assistant Professor) at the University of Lille

1999-2001 Research member (CNRS contract) at the “Institut de Biologie

Moléculaire et Cellulaire — IBMC” (Strasbourg, France). Director Prof. Jules
Hoffmann

1997-1999  Post-doctoral fellowship (funding: Institute Pasteur-Cenci Bolognetti
Fundation, ltaly) at the IBMC (Strasbourg, France)

1991-1994 Post-graduate fellow at the Parasitology Institute (Rome 1 University,

Italy). Team director Prof. Andrea Crisanti

1987-1997 Life Sciences and Chemistry high school teacher (1987-1997) at the

“Istituto S. Maria” in Rome, Italy
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TEACHING ACTIVITIES

- Teacher of Zoology (bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Forestry and Environmental
Sciences at the University of Tuscia (ltaly)

- Teacher of Animal Biology (bachelor’s degree in Life Sciences) at the University of
Lille (France)

- Production of eLearning tools for Animal Biology teaching: design and construction of
didactical movies, multimedia textbooks and self-assessment resources on animal
anatomy (http://pod.univ-lille1.fr/biologie-animale/video/2973-supports-multimedias-
pour-les-travaux-pratiques-de-biologie-animale/

- Design and implementation of the bilingual option of the bachelor’s degree in Life
Sciences of the University of Lille

RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
Field of activity:

- Identification of inflammatory markers and study of immune response
mechanisms in aquatic invertebrates (nervous system and peripherical
tissues).

- Characterization of microglia-released Extracellular Vesicles (EVs) and
functional studies on nerve repair and neuroinflammation.

- Investigation on microglia recruitment and inflammation control mechanisms
in leech (H. medicinalis) CNS.

37 publications, 1 book chapter, 37 oral communications and 23 posters in national
and international congresses and meetings;

10 invited conferences;
7 invited conferences in the field of biology and scientific heritage dissemination;
2148 citations (source Scopus);

h-index 23 (source Scopus).

OTHER ACTIVITIES

2017-2022 Participation to the COST Action “Stem cells of marine/aquatic invertebrates:
from basic research to innovative applications“ (MARISTEM)

2018-2020 Foreign partner of the PRID (Progetto di Rilevanza di Dipartimento)
BIRD183771/18 "Looking for signalling molecules in tunicate immunity:
transcriptomes and proteomes of the ascidian Botryllus schlosseri haemocytes
challenged with non-self".

2010-2014 Participation to the funded French ANR project “Microglial Implication in
Modulation of Inflammation during CNS repair (MIMIC)".
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Organization of national and international conferences and conventions
2020 Organization of a meeting for the COST Action “Stem cells of marine/aquatic
invertebrates: from basic research to innovative applications (MARISTEM -
Marine invertebrate stem cells)“ (5-6 March 2020, Villeneuve d’Ascq, France).

Teaching or official research assignments at international universities and
research institutions of high qualification

2024 Short-term visiting scientist at the University of Piemonte Orientale (ltaly).
Seminar: “Production of multimedia resources for animal biology teaching” (18-
22 March 2024, Alessandria, Italy)

2023 Erasmus+ formation: University of Salento (Lecce, Italy). Workshop for
expertise transmission in animal anatomy practical teaching (10-13 January
2023, Lecce, ltaly)

2022 Erasmus+ formation: University of Palermo (ltaly). Workshop for expertise
transmission in animal anatomy practical teaching (15-20 June 2022, Palermo,
Italy)

2015 Invited scientist at the University of Padua. Research activities on Tunicates
immunity; lectures on leech neuroimmunity and malaria host-parasite
interactions for Ph.D. students of the Biology Department (01-30 September
2015, Padua, ltaly)

Achievement of national and international awards and recognitions for research
activities

2023 Designation to the honor of “Chevalier des Palmes Académiques” from French
government for academic merit.

2012 Prize for the best lecture at the 1st Pedagogic University Movies Festival (FFUP-
Lyon 2012, France).

Direction and participation in editorial boards of journals, book series,
encyclopedias and treatises of recognized prestige, participation in prestigious
academies

2024- Board member and head of the scientific committee of the “Group
Ornithologique Naturaliste” (GON) of Lille (France), a scientific association for
bird and wildlife protection.

2022 - Council member of the Italian Society of Developmental and Comparative
Immunobiology (SIICS) (https://sites.units.it/siics/index.html)

2010 - Editorial board member of the Invertebrate Survival Journal

Fund raising activities

2020 COST Action Meristem: funding (10k€) for the production of dissemination
video clips.

2008-2018  UNISCIEL (Université des Sciences en Ligne): funding (70 k€) for the
production of movies on animal anatomy.

2016 University of Lille: funding (56 k€) for the acquisition of a Photo3D digitalization
system (call for innovative teaching facilities).


https://sites.units.it/siics/index.html
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2)

Managerial roles

2018-2021 Member of the administration board of the University of Lille
2016-2025 Head of the Biology Department

2016 - Management of the committee for the department’s scientific heritage
2011-2016  Member of the Biology Department Council
2011 - Referee for the evaluation of teachers from the Biology Department and

the Sciences and Technologies Faculty

Activities in the field of scientific heritage valorization and dissemination

2024 Member of the scientific committee for the exhibition “Embryologie : Le cycle
éternel* at the University of Lille

2021 Co-director of the international exhibition “Les incroyables modéles du Dr.
Auzoux”, realized with the partnership of the Universidad Complutense (Madrid,
Spain) (https://3dnum.univ-lille.fr/les-incroyables-modeles-du-dr-auzoux)

2021 Author of two chapters of the Dr. Azoux exhibition catalog (htips://3dnum.univ-
lille.fr/expos/de-lobjet-pedagogique-a-lobjet-museal/catalogues). ISBN 978-84-

669-3750-4
2020-2021 Scientific editor of 13 video clips for the dissemination of COST Action
Maristem research activities. (https://pod.univ-

lille.fr/videos/?sort=title&discipline=biologie&cursus=D&page=)

2012- Conservation and restoration of natural history collections from the Biology
Department (University of Lille, France)
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Lefebvre C, Vizioli J & Sautiére P-E. (2019) Proteomic characterisation of leech
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Immunol. 71: 136-143.

Vizioli J., Drago F. and Lefebvre C. (2016) Neuroprotection and immunity in the
medicinal leech Hirudo medicinalis: what about microglia? In: Ballarin L, Cammarata M.
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